
press release
SILICON VALLEY INVESTOR AND ENTREPRENEUR JOINS HMS HAWAII

Honolulu, Feb, 16, 2004...Nicholas Mitsakos, an investor and entrepreneur from 
Silicon Valley, has joined HMS Hawaii Management as a special limited partner. Other 
special limited partners are John Dean and Ron Higgins. 

HMS Hawaii Management is the General Partner of the leading venture capital funds 
in Hawaii since 1994. HMS Hawaii Management’s long-standing relationships with the 
top tier VC firms on the West Coast and Asia gives its portfolio companies a distinct 
advantage in developing investment syndicates.

An active investor in more than 20 technology start-ups, Mitsakos focuses on net-
working communications systems, sub-systems, software and components companies. 
He is on the board of directors of Matisse Networks (developing a scalable network 
switch), NetContinuum Corporation (producing a web security switch), Nayna Net-
works (selling Ethernet-based optical equipment) and BridgeWave Communications 
(designing point-to-point broadband wireless links).  

He was the lead investor and served on the board of Berkeley Networks (sold to FORE 
Systems in 1998), Maverick Networks (sold to Broadcom in 1999) and Wireless Home 
(sold to Western Multiplex, now Proxim, in 2001); and an active investor in Magma 
Design Automation (IPO in 2001) and ConvergeNet (sold to Dell in 1999). 

Mitsakos was the founder and CEO of General Computer Corporation, a graphics-
based software company sold two years after its founding in 1981. In 1989, Mitsakos 
formed an investment company, financing companies and raising more than $1 billion 
in equity and debt. He has been a director and/or adviser to more than 20 companies 
and was founder and initial CEO for two of these investments –– InterVu, (IPO 1997, 
sold to Akamai Technologies in 2000). 

An instructor at the UCLA’s Graduate Business School from 1993 to 1998, he holds a 
BS in computer science and microbiology from the University of Southern California 
and an MBA from Harvard University. 

Dean was the former chief executive officer of Silicon Valley Bancshares and Silicon 
Valley Bank and is now managing director of Tuputele Ventures Fund and resides in 
California and Hawaii. Higgins, a serial entrepreneur, was the founder of Digital Island 
and is now an investor based in Hawaii.


